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Defining Hate Crime

• Criminal Code S718. 2a

• a sentence should be increased or 
reduced to account for any relevant 
aggravating or mitigating 
circumstances relating to the 
offence or the offender, and, 
without limiting the generality of 
the foregoing, (i) evidence that the 
offence was motivated by bias, 
prejudice or hate based on race, 
national or ethnic origin, language, 
colour, religion, sex, age, mental or 
physical disability, sexual 
orientation, or any other similar 
factor.

• Perry, 2001

• It involves acts of violence and 
intimidation, usually directed 
toward already stigmatized and 
marginalized groups.  As such, it is 
a mechanism of power, intended to 
reaffirm the precarious hierarchies 
that characterize a given social 
order.  It attempts to recreate 
simultaneously the threatened (real 
or imagined) hegemony of the 
perpetrator’s group and the 
“appropriate” subordinate identity 
of the victim’s group















Reporting Hate Crime

They are there for me . . .

I think, from what I’ve seen, I’ve dealt a lot with the police for a lot of, 
like, community reasons but I think they’re very good; they’re very 
well informed. They seem to be very caring, very well-respected and 
very respectable people, I think. They’re the, like, among the best 
public workers that I’ve seen in all aspects. 

I had, I have a situation where the police have been watching me, 
helping me. There’s a guy, a stalker, I guess, who broke my window 
and follows me around. And I called the police and they came and 
they helped, and they were serious about this guy. I still see them 
drive by.



I know my rights . . .

I think that if there’s a hate crime, nothing is gonna happen unless it 
gets reported. I think having to bring the complaint forward, taking 
it to the police, seeing if the police take it seriously, see if it even 
makes the news, that it becomes an issue at all. We have to, we 
can do that as a right.

I would probably call them. I don’t expect much, but nothing will 
happen if I don’t try. I deserve to call them as much as anyone. I 
have that right.



Why would I call the police . . . 

I guess when talking about distrust and the authorities, I think it precedes 
even, like, I mean for me, I’ve always been allergic to the cops. I think it’s 
like a general distrust and the whole system, like, I don’t want to be part of 
the system kind of thing. 

Some of my friends were having a party.  The police showed up.  Once they 
realized most of the men were gay the police began telling they should do 
pushups and other "manly" things along those lines.  They also started 
referring to my transgendered friend as "it."  When I heard about this I was 
furious.  My friends did nothing because they were afraid.



Failure to report  . . . 

a) Lack of knowledge about what hate crimes are and how the laws 
are applied;

b) Lack of English language proficiency and knowledge of how to 
report hate crimes;

c) Denial by the victim(s) that a hate crime was perpetrated;

d) Shame for being a victim of a hate crime;

e) Cultural or personal belief that one should not complain about 
misfortunes;



f) Fear of retaliation by the perpetrator for reporting;

g) Fear of being exposed as being gay, lesbian, bisexual, or 
transgendered;

h) Fear of being identified as an undocumented immigrant and being 
deported;

i) Fear of being re-victimized by law enforcement or a belief that law 
enforcement does not want to address hate crimes



Impacts of Hate Crime

Iganski, 2001

– harm to the initial victim 

– harm to the victim’s group 

– harm to the victim’s group (outside the 
neighbourhood)

– harm to other targeted communities  

– harm to societal norms and values. 



Message Crime

When it happens to someone else that identifies themselves the 
same way as you do, it might as well be happening too.  If they 
hate Jim, if they are willing to assault Jim, they are certainly capable 
and willing to assault me too.

I know they are trying to tell me something too. It’s not just about 
that person, any person. It’s about all of us. Anyone could have had 
that happen. It could have been me.



Normativity

I kind of feel like  just have this natural sense of, almost like a 
radar, where wherever I go, its so natural now, but if you think 
about, wherever I go, I think, oh a flag, you know, watch this, or 
watch that. You know what I mean, or I’ll know when I’m in a 
situation, it just happens.  It’s like a click.  I have lived so long now 
as a gay man it’s just natural, to not behave in certain ways and not 
say certain things, not to out yourself.  

There always will be and always have been discrimination in society 
but it definitely changes constantly throughout the years. There are 
shifts and changes happening constantly depending on new laws, 
politics and world events. Discrimination or a hate crime can and 
will always be used as a tool to try and control, dominate or oppress 
a group or individual.  



Denial/disbelief

This story makes me frustrated.  To attack someone based on their 
sexual orientation is something I just don't understand.  To be so 
afraid of people that are different then you, to the point where you 
want to cause them physical harm is just unbelievable.  

I felt very shocked that even the appearance of homosexuality is 
cause for such a violent reaction from people. 



Vulnerability/Fear

Well I think it makes you more cautious. And it makes you 
more, ah, aware that if that can happen to them, then 
certainly, something can happen to me in the larger 
community. So it makes you, I think you sort of hyper sensitive 
to anything, something similar to that happening to you.

It would increase your anxiety and fear factor, and it certainly 
would make you more cautious. And, its, if something like that 
happened I think you would try to be with somebody else; not 
alone, because there is more safety in number right?  You 
more apt to be picked on when you’re by yourself. 

I react to this story with pain.  It makes me concerned for my 
spouse, friends and myself as I know it can and does happen.          



Inferior/oppressed

Whether they were directly or indirectly made towards me, in 
my opinion, these were hate crimes as they left me feeling 
lesser than the other person, as they were directed attacks on 
my self-esteem and confidence. 

But I think it definitely registers somewhere in my mind that, 
you know, not to be who I am fully, to the full extent . . . 
maybe I wouldn’t be so forth coming about who I really am, 
which is really, almost becomes a human rights issue, like 
when you, when you almost can’t – although you could never 
prove that – you can’t be who you are, because you know 
these are the things, you know, the price that has to be paid 
for, for, being who you are.



Behavioural change

For one, obviously from just personal experience, people move, 
ah, because they can’t deal with – depending on the 
community that they live in – people will choose to actually 
move their belongings. Everything. Their whole family, um, and 
change their entire life because of hate crimes in a certain 
area. 

That’s why, like, where I live, right, I don’t leave my yard; and 
even when I leave now, like, I’ll leave on my bike; that’s the 
only way I leave my yard or if I am in a vehicle, and, um, I’m 
constantly thinking and looking that somebody is going to 
come running and push me because of, ah, my illness and 
sexuality. So, and then what’s happened with the girls just 
increased that.

And the women in the community who would ask my mom to 
go shopping with them because they couldn’t leave their 
homes. So, yeah. A lot of people had to change, ah, a lot about 
the way they, not only saw society, but the way they just 
carried about their daily lives because of fear of some of the 
hate crimes and hate speech that was occurring. 



Managing identities
And then so, you know, these are small things; and people are changing 
their names. They're removing their muslim names and taking, you know 
uh, Canadian names to hide their identity. 

That’s part of the reason I actually had to trim my beard. My beard was 
originally longer. Because my parents are afraid for me that I will receive 
some kind of hate crime if I look Muslim so we’re kind of put in a dilemma. 

We are seeing, ah, that the girls are beginning, some girls are taking off 
their hijabs. Basically to mingle and be accepted. Because for kids it’s too 
hard to be singled out. They have they have their grouping and this and 
that. I mean I see the impact, the psychological impact on the younger 
generation. 

But, ya, it’s more like, kinda like, beats you down a little bit emotionally, like 
maybe I should conceal more. Look “less gay.” I’m sure that plays 
subconsciously in my mind too. Not being as open when you know that 
threat is there.



Back in the closet?

That’s why I keep my mouth shut more, like in situation where I don’t 
want nobody to know my status or sexuality because I don’t want it to 
come down to getting punched out or robbed or.

It’s too bad that its kinda like, I think, like for me, even though I’m not 
conscious, I don’t make these decisions consciously, I think it is more 
of ah.. just something like a survival mechanism. I suppose as you 
grow up and you realize your gay, and you start to like conceal it in 
different ways. And even though I’m’ out, I still conceal it in many 
ways.  And I don’t think I consciously chose to; I think it’s just that it 
is easier, right? We do it even, ya know?  Like I think that for me it’s 
like, when I hear that, I’m angry and I’m hurt, and, um… you know 
you put yourself saying, well it could have been me, you know. I’m 
out and a lot of people know and if someone ever wanted to… these 
things could easily happen to me.  But, ya, it’s more like, kinda like, 
beats you down a little bit emotionally, like maybe I should conceal 
more. I’m sure that plays subconsciously in my mind too. Not being as 
open when you know that threat is there.



Challenging Canadian Values: 
Lack of Protection

The worse part about this story is that in reality, the assailants 
were probably never arrested and police probably did little to 
identify the perpetrators.  Even if they were arrested, they 
probably avoided being convicted and sentenced for the "hate" 
aspect of the crime as the current legislation makes it too 
difficult to prove!         

Some of my friends were having a party.  The police showed 
up.  Once they realized most of the men were gay the police 
began telling they should do pushups and other "manly" things 
along those lines.  They also started referring to my 
transgendered friend as "it."  When I heard about this I was 
furious.  My friends did nothing because they were afraid.  



Divisiveness

Incidents like these are likely to lead to deterioration of relationships 
between community and inter-group relations if not handled and 
controlled effectively. 

I believe this creates separation, hatred and rivalry as many might 
want to seek revenge and vice versa, then it will never stop

Less trust between Muslims and non-Muslims. Muslims are made to 
feel inferior and like they don’t belong, are unwelcomed. Non-
Muslims see Muslims as aliens and a community of people to blame 
and their frustrations out on.



Lack of Belonging

It’s like we are still being alienated even though we have so many 
rights to practice our religion freely. It’s just that we feel like we still 
feel cannot fit in society. And I think that’s a main issue for a lot of 
Muslims because we want to be accepted; we want to be respected, 
but because of certain practices or beliefs that people do not 
understand, we feel like, okay, we have to hid that or conceal that 
in order to just have like a harmonious relationship maybe in the 
workplace, or in the school, or any realm in life for that matter. Just 
to be respected.



Question Canadian inclusivity

The fact that I pay my rent and work and co-habitate in the same 
neighborhood means my community failed to protect my rights to 
keep me secure and free from harm.     

The hurt is strong as in Canada we are supposed to live in society 
without fear of attack.     

This is a crime.  I feel very sad for Jim, but also I feel a sadness for 
the state of a community where people feel it is appropriate to 
harass someone because of their orientation.  I mean, this is 
Canada, right?



Mobilization

I feel like it could easily happen to me and my family. I feel 
powerless. It makes me want to get the community together 
and organize ‘neighbourhood watches’. It makes me want to 
create ‘open houses’ opportunities for different groups to come 
and interact with one another.

This story makes me want to help educate people so that 
future generations will be more accepting and less afraid.  
Education is the key to eliminating irrational fears.           

This kind of story fills me with a lot of emotions. Mainly, 
reading a story like this further motivates me to confront 
discrimination and heterosexism. I do not have any ideas for 
action on a grand scale, however I would discuss the incident 
with as many people as possible to get them thinking about the 
issues facing the gay community.    



I would like to see all of humanity to hold hands! Unite! And love 
and respect one another as we are all human and at the end of the 
day! This is done by simply demonstrating to people that we all cry, 
feel, bleed and sleep. We are all equal!


